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Advanced Torah Workshop

Hazzan Rob Menes

October 18/25, 2007

1. Biblical Grammar and Pronunciation

a. Objectives: maintain Masoretic text and meaning

b. Background on “correctable errors”

c. Accent 

d. Dagesh and mappik

e. Distinguishing vowels (e.g. segol vs. tzere)

f. Sheva na/Sheva nach /Chataf - vowels

g. Kamatz/Kamatz katan

h. Vav and verb tenses

i. Pausal

j. meteg

k. Kerei/ketiv

l. Tikkunim that help

2. Trope Concepts

a. Using trope for more than melody: punctuation, accent, word-grouping, parallelism

b. Conjunctives/disjunctives

c. Postpositives/prepositives

d. Kadma/pashta; azla/geresh; mahpach/yetiv

e. Munach legarme

f. Pausing

g. What makes a "correct" trope

h. Documented trope melodies

i. Reading with expression and meaning

3. Special Readings

a. Fast days

b. Song at the Sea

c. Journeys

d. Decalogue

e. Bereishit

f. other

4. Special Tropes

a. Megillot: Festival, Eicha, Esther

b. HHD

i. Other uses of the High Holy Day trope

5. Resources for more information 
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